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and the next minute they "can't bear to have their baby
grow away from them/*   This attitude is prevalent among
mother's who have "given up everything for their children."
Society intensities this conflict.   During the war society
encouraged adolescents to grow up quickly, because youth
were needed to bear the brunt of the war.    During eco-
nomic depressions there is a tendency to prolong child-
hood.   Adults feel that they cannot afford to let the youth
grow up because they might take adults' jobs.  Accordingly,,
boys and girls who have made or could make a successful
adjustment in industry but who arc academic failures are
sent back to school.   The adolescents themselves waver
between the comforts and security of childhood and the
responsibilities of adulthood.   Rarely do parent and child
coincide in their desires.   The adolescent behaves in a
childish way when his parents expect mature behavior and
the parents may be ovcrconsdous of his immaturity at the
moment when lie feels an urge to assert his independence-
It is more important that parents and teachers control,
if possible, their own attitudes and acts which are emotion-
ally wrecking the child than that they attempt directly to
modify his behavior.   Many parents of adolescent boys and
girls are themselves experiencing the physiological changes
of later middle life which may make it more difficult for
them to deal effectively with the adjustment problems of
their children*
Study of Emotional Development. — So important are
family relationships in the child's development that it: often
is desirable to use as the starting point the sociological study
of the child's role in the family instead of the individual
approach. The sociological approach gives a complete
genetic picture of the development of the parent-child rela-
tionship; it cmphasi/es the totality of the child's experience
rather than isolating a single experience and treating it
out of perspective.*85
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